LAO PDR RATIFIED KEY UN TREATIES

The Lao PDR has made a huge stride in the advancement of the
international and national rule of law by ratifying three among the most
important treaties of the United Nations. The Lao Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Thongloun Sisoulith, on Friday 25
September 2009, participated in the annual UN Treaty Event held at the
UN Headquarters in New York and deposited instruments of ratification
for the International Covenant on Civil and Politica Rights, the UN
Convention Against Corruption, and the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.

The ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
indicates the good willingness and firm determination of the Lao PDR to
cooperate with the international community to further promote and
protect human rights, including the rights of persons with disabilities.
Ratifying the two human rights instruments, Lao PDR is now a State
party to 6 out of the 9 core UN treaties in the fi eld of human rights. The
country is adready a State party to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, aswell as the latter’s two Optiona Protocols.

The ratification of the UN Convention Against Corruption is afirm step
undertaken by the country to cooperate with the international community
to fight against corruption through effective prevention, criminalization,
international cooperation and asset recovery. Lao PDR has already
enacted law on anti-corruption which together with the criminal law and
other related laws and decrees constitutes a nationa legal basis for the
implementation of the ratified Convention Against Corruption at the
national level.

The United Nations organizes an annua treaty event since the
Millennium Summit in 2000. The UN treaty event takes place in New
York, coinciding with the yearly session of the UN General Assembly.
At the treaty event last year, Lao PDR signed one treaty and deposited
instruments of accession to two treaties.
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