UN Human Rights Council adopts Laos’ UPR                Outcome Report
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A Lao delegation led by Mr. Yong Chanthalangsy, Permanent Representative of the Lao PDR to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva attended, on 21 September 2010, a meeting for consideration of UPR Outcome Report for the Lao PDR during the 15th Session of the Human Right Council. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Rodolfo Reyes, Vice President of the Human Rights Council and attended by UN member states, including members of the Human Rights Council, observer states, international organizations, and  non-governmental organizations.
At the meeting, Mr. Yong Chanthalangy reaffirmed the Lao PDR’s consistent policy to respect, promote and protect human rights in the country in accordance with the National Constitution and Laws as well as the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the human rights treaties to which the Lao PDR is party. In his statement, the head of Lao delegation informed of  the developments advancing the promotion and protection of human rights in the country. Among such developments are the Lao PDR is presently preparing the draft 7th National Socio-Economic Development Plan, as well as other national action plans, which include economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights dimensions;  the on-going training for law enforcement officers in human rights; the positive consideration of the  Convention Against Torture.
11 countries of the 30 countries registered made statement, praising the efforts of the Lao government in the promotion and protection of human rights. The Lao delegation expressed appreciation to the international community for the valuable support to the Lao PDR towards the country’s development, as well as to the UPR process in particular. “It is our high hope that the international community will continue support the Lao PDR in the future, including in the Government’s endeavours to implement UPR recommendations” he said. 

The UPR review for the Lao PDR is the opportunity to learn from the international good practices in order to better the promotion and protection of human rights of the Lao people. In next cycle of review for the Lao PDR in 2014, a comprehensive report on the follow-up of the UPR recommendations will be presented to the council.


There are 107 recommendations altogether made by the international community for the Lao PDR to consider, which are  relating to the promotion and protection of human rights,  the Lao PDR fully supports 71 recommendations, and 15 recommendations  are supported in parts. These recommendations concern the consideration to become a party to more international human rights conventions, and harmonization of domestic laws and international conventions in which the Lao PDR is a party ; anti-human trafficking and transnational organized crimes; gender equity; promotion and protection of women and children’s rights; solidarity and equality of the Lao multi-ethnic people and religious groups; governance, judicial and legislative reforms; development and poverty eradication, including the implementation of national socio-economic strategies and programmes; health and education; and efforts to achieve Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 21 recommendations do not enjoy support of the Lao PDR as they do not reflect the realities  in the country or the country is not yet ready to implement them in the near future such as the abolition of death penalty, ratification of international legal instruments allowing individual complaints to treaty bodies, open or standing invitations to UN Special Rapporteurs, establishment  of an independent national human rights institution, and release of the prisoners convicted for criminal offences, among others.
Mr. Yong Chanthalangsy, Permanent Representative of Lao PDR to UN Office in Geneva, Head of Lao Delegation (Right)
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