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Speech of Dr.Thongloun Sisoulith, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, at the Official Ceremony Commemorating the 60™
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

National Cultural Hall, Vientiane, 9 December 1948

Venerable Members of the Buddhist Clergy,

Mme Sonam Yangchen Rana, UN Resident Coordinator in Lao PDR,

Members of the Presidium,

Members of Diplomatic Corps and Representatives of International Organizations,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, the Lao Government and the United Nations Country Team in the Lao PDR are co-
organizing the Commemoration of the 60" Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights ( 10 December 1948- 10 December 2008 ). Indeed, it is a great honour and pleasure for
the Lao Government and people together with the international community to celebrate this
important international day.

Sixty years ago, on 10 December 1948 the Third Session of the General Assembly of the United
Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which proclaims and affirms that
all human beings have inherent dignity and therefore they deserve to have fundamental rights and
freedoms in the civil, political, economic, social and cultural fields without discrimination based
on any ground. During the past 60 years, the Universal Declaration has had great practical impact
on countries around the world.

In the past, the Lao PDR has always pursued a proper and consistent policy in cooperating with
the world community to promote and protect human rights, to materialize the relevant UN
Charter provisions, the spirit and letter of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Lao
PDR is a State party to a number of UN core treaties in the field of human rights relating to
economic, social and cultural rights, rights of the child, the elimination of discrimination against
women, as well as the elimination of racial discrimination. The Lao PDR is also a signatory to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities and the Convention on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance; the latter was signed by the Lao Government in September this year.

Being a State party to the UN Human Rights treaties, the Lao PDR has endeavored to implement
the obligations arising from the treaties. With the cooperation and assistance from the
International Community and through the effective use of the national resources, the Lao PDR
has made significant progress in translating the treaty obligations into national legislation, in the
national implementation of the treaty obligations, in the fulfillment of reporting obligations,
among others. The Lao PDR also closely cooperates with the international community at the
bilateral and multilateral levels in order to promote better understanding and exchange lessons
and best practices with regard to human rights, based on the respect for national independence,
sovereignty, equal rights, mutual benefits and non-interference in domestic affairs of other
countries. The Lao PDR has always rejected selectivity and double standards in human rights
consideration.

At the regional level, the Lao Government has been actively involved in the drafting of Terms of
Reference for an ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism as provided for in the ASEAN Charter.

Distinguished Guests,

The Lao nation has gone through thousands of years of existence and evolution.

The Lao people has experienced a number of painful and bitter periods of history as a result of

the country’s falling under the domination and colonization of foreign powers. The Lao people
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of multi-ethnic groups therefore stood up to fight for national independence, for equal rights and
the right to self-determination, which are the prerequisites for ensuring the fundamental rights
and freedoms of human beings. The aggressive wars have caused huge damages to the country,
to the lives and property of the Lao people. Most of Lao territory are contaminated with
unexploded ordnances, which are major obstacles to national socio-economic development and
poverty reduction.

The Lao Government has always pursued a policy to ensure the rights and freedoms of the Lao
people of all ethnic groups, which is clearly reflected in the Government’s efforts to improve
the country’s governance system, to enhance the democratic rights and the right to the mastery of
the country of the Lao people, to move the Lao PDR towards a Rule of Law state, to enhance
the administration of the State and Society by the Constitution and laws, and to progressively
harmonize national legislation with international law and treaties.

The Constitution of the Lao PDR provides for the fundamental rights and duties of the Lao
citizens in the political, economic, social, cultural fields and in the family affairs. Lao people
without distinction as to gender, social status, education, beliefs and ethnicity are equal before
the law. To date, the National Assembly has adopted almost 80 laws in all fields. These laws
directly or indirectly ensure the respect for, the promotion and protection of human rights, such
as the Penal Law, Law on Criminal Procedure, Law on the Protection of Rights of the Child, Law
on the Development and Protection of Women, Law on Media, Law on the Elections of members
of the National Assembly.

The Lao people of multi-ethnic groups have exercised their right to the mastery of the country
and democratic rights in the public affairs of the country through their chosen representatives in
the National Assembly. The election of the National Assembly members is based on the
principles of universality, equality, direct suffrage and secret ballot.

The Lao Government attaches great importance to providing all enabling conditions for the Lao
people of multi-ethnic groups to enjoy the rights and freedoms, especially through the
implementation of National Socio- Economic Development Plans and Poverty Reduction
Programmes, the Millennium Development Goals, with significant achievements being
recorded. The country have made great accomplishments in the maintenance of the country’s
political stability, national security and public order. The socio-economic development and
especially the spiritual and material conditions of the Lao people, per capita income, life
expectancy, school attendance rate for children, the literacy rate of adults have all improved
significantly. At the same time, maternal and child mortality rates have decreased.

Today, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights turns 60 years old. Over the past six decades,
we have witnessed great achievements in the implementation of this living document. At the
same time, it is also worth noting that in order to meet the common standard of achievement
enshrined in the present Declaration, peoples all over the world still need to exert their efforts
and enhance international cooperation to reduce poverty and underdevelopment, strive for the
achievement of the MDGs because development is so fundamental and a priority for peace and
human rights.

On behalf of the Lao Government, | would like to express our deep appreciation for the
cooperation and assistance extended by the friendly countries and international organizations to
the Lao PDR in the national socio-economic development of the country.

Recognizing the value and principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as
the international human rights conventions to which the Lao PDR is a State party, the Lao PDR
is committed to continuing to cooperate with the international community in actively
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safeguarding world peace, promoting friendly relations and cooperation among nations, on the
basis of respect for the UN Charter and international law, enabling our humankind in the 21
century to enjoy conditions of peace, friendship, happiness, prosperity, justice that ensure
fundamental rights and freedoms for all.

On this auspicious occasion, on behalf of the Lao Government and on my own behalf, may |
wish all the distinguished guests and participants present here today a good health, happiness and
greater success throughout the coming new year 20009.

Thank you






